BROWNE.

THOUGH the writer of the following essays0 seems to
have had the fortune, common among men of letters, of
raising little curiosity after his private life, and has, there-
fore, few memorials preserved of his felicities and misfor-
tunes ; yet, because an edition of a posthumous work ap-
pears imperfect and neglected, without some account of
the author, it was thought necessary to attempt the gratifi-
cation of that curiosity which naturally inquires by what
peculiarities of nature or fortune elminent men have been
distinguished, how uncommon attainments have been gain-
ed, and what influence learning had on its possessours, or
virtue on its teachers.

Sir Thomas Browne was born at Lortdon, in the parish
of St. Michael in Cheapside, on the 19th of October, 1605?.
His father was a merchant, of an ancient family at Upton,
in Cheshire. Of the name or family of his mother I find
no account,

Of his childhood or youth there is little known, except
that he lost his father very early; that he was, according
to the common fate of orphans q, defrauded by one of his
guardians; and that he was placed, for his education, at
the school of Winchester.

His mother, having taken three thousand poundsr, as the
third part of her husband's property, left her son, by con-
sequeuce, six thousand, a large fortune for a man destined
to learning, at that time, when commerce had not yet filled
the nation with nominal riches. But it happened to him,
as to many others, to be made poorer by opulence $ for
his mother soon married sir Thomas Button, probably by
the inducement of her fortune; and he was left to the

0  Christian Morals, first printed in 1756.

P Life of sir Thomas Browne, prefixed to the Antiquities of Norwich.

1  Whitefoot's character of sir Thomas Browne, in a marginal note.
r Life of sir Thomas Browne.